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( Gulf Coast Resource Conservation & Development Council, Inc.

107 Courthouse Square

Bay Minette, Alabama 36507
Serving Baldwin, Escambia, and Mobile Counties in South Alabama.
With Assistance From: 

UNITED STATE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 

And cooperating federal, state and local governments and entities.  

Prepared under the authority of the secretary of the Secretary of the Department of Agriculture under the Agriculture and Food Act of 1981,
 Public Law 97-98, 16 U.S.C. 3451-3461 as amended by Public Law 101-624, section 1452 
Nondiscrimination Statement

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program

information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W,Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW,Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer

ALABAMA ASSOCIATION OF RESOURCE CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT COUNCILS: 
Compliance with the Civil Rights Act

The Gulf Coast RC & D program is conducted in compliance with the non discrimination provisions as contained in Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and amended, The Civil Rights restoration Act of 1987 (Pub. Law 100-259) and other nondiscrimination statutes; namely, Section 504, of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975 and in accordance with regulations of the Secretary of Agriculture (7CFR-15, Subparts A & B) which provide that no person in the United States shall, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, marital status, or handicap/disability be excluded from participation in, or be denied the benefits of, or be other wise subjected to discrimination under any program or activity receiving federal financial (or technical) assistance from the Department of Agriculture or any agency thereof.
INTRODUCTION

This document is a long-range plan of the Gulf Coast Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) Council. It was developed by soliciting input through a survey of citizens, organizations, and stakeholders in the three county area served by Gulf Coast RC&D. Council members provided guidance in the development of this plan.  The counties served by this area plan include the following: Baldwin, Escambia, and Mobile.

The Resource Conservation and Development Program was developed based on the premise that local people, working together, can identify and solve problems and realize opportunities that will enhance the quality of life in their area. Plans are designed to direct Federal, State, and local resources toward accomplishing the purpose of the RC&D Program and are consistent with the needs identified in the RC&D planning process.

The purpose of this plan is to provide strategic direction for the organization. The organization is strong but more efforts are needed to ensure a strong sustainable organization that serves the communities in our area. 

RC&D BACKGROUND
In 1962, Congress passed the Food and Agricultural Act, which authorized Resource Conservation and Development areas. The purpose of this act was to expand opportunities for conservation districts, local units of government, and individuals to improve their communities in multi-county areas. This included assistance in enhancing the economic, environmental and social well-being of the RC&D Areas. Currently, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in conjunction with the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) administers the Federal RC&D Program. This document serves as an agreement between NRCS and the Gulf Coast RC&D Council.
The purpose, as stated in the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 – Subtitle H, of the RC&D Program is:

· To develop and carry out area plans and projects in designated areas in order to conserve, develop, and improve the use of land.

· To develop natural resources

· To improve and enhance the social, economic, and environmental conditions in primarily rural areas of the United States

· To encourage and improve the capability of State and local units of government, Indian tribes, nonprofit organizations, and councils
ORGANIZATIONAL OVERVIEW

RC&D COUNCIL BACKGROUND AND STRUCTURE

The Secretary of Agriculture approved the Gulf Coast Resource Conservation and Development Area in 1993.  The sponsors of the area were the County Commissions and Soil and Water Conservation Districts of Baldwin, Escambia and Mobile Counties in Alabama, and the Poarch Band of Creek Indians in Escambia County.  The Gulf Coast RC&D Council was formed in 1993 made up of a representative of each the sponsoring organizations.  The Council has a member-at-large from each county sponsor to insure inclusiveness. There are a total of 14 Council members. The Council became a 501 (c) (3) non-profit corporation in 1996.  

The Executive Committee, made up of the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, and Secretary-Treasurer, also meets in times of extenuating circumstances.

The Council is a volunteer organization made up of representatives of local governments, local soil and water conservation districts, and community leaders interested in carrying out plans, programs, and projects to improve the area.

The purpose of the Gulf Coast RC&D Council is to provide local leadership in developing and carrying out a plan for the orderly conservation, improvement, development and wise use of natural resources thereby improving economic opportunities.  The organization cooperates and assists in carrying out local and regional plans of other organizations and agencies.  It is working to create an awareness of the need for orderly development and conservation of area resources.  The organization is working to secure the required technical, financial, educational and other services required to develop and apply the Area Plan.

THE AREA PLAN

The purpose of this Area Plan is to provide a document that gives guidance and direction for the council over the next five years in addressing the problems, needs, and opportunities identified from input received from sponsors and the general public.  This Area Plan addresses the identified issues through the development of specific, measurable, attainable, realistic, and time bound (SMART) goals and objectives.  The Area Plan will serve as the basis for the development of Annual Plan of Work.  The Area Plan also serves as the agreement between the USDA – Natural Resources Conservation Service and the Gulf Coast RC&D Council.

VISION STATEMENT

Making the Gulf Coast area a better place to live 

MISSION STATEMENT

Promote, protect and develop natural resources to secure social and economic benefits for people in the Gulf Coast area
SOCIO-ECONOMIC OVERVIEW

The following tables illustrate the social and economic condition of the people living in the Gulf Coast RC&D Area.  

	Table 1.  
	TOTAL POPULATION - Source - U.S. Census
	
	

	
	
	Population 2000 Census
	 2008 Estimates
	Number Change
	Percentage Change

	
	County
	
	
	
	

	
	Baldwin
	140,415
	174,439
	34,024
	24.2

	
	Escambia
	       38,440
	  37,490
	           -950
	       -2.5                   

	
	Mobile
	399,843
	406,309
	   6466
	 1.6

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Area Totals
	578,698
	618,238
	39540
	11.57

	Alabama
	 4,447,100
	4,661,900
	214,800
	4.8


As illustrated, Escambia County in the area is losing population, while Baldwin and Mobile Counties as well as the State of Alabama are growing.  The change in population in Baldwin County is staggering. The loss is mainly attributed to the lack of job opportunities in Escambia County. As shown below, the Hispanic population is increasing in the area.
	Table 2.  
	Population Composition - Source - 2000 Census
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	American Indians
	
	
	
	

	
	Population Total
	White
	
	Black
	
	Other
	Hispanic

	County
	
	Number
	%
	 
	Number
	%
	Number
	%
	Number
	%
	Number
	%

	Baldwin
	140,415
	122,366
	87.1
	
	14,444
	10.3
	 809
	0.6
	    330
	0.2
	  2466
	1.8

	Escambia
	38,440
	24,754
	64.4
	
	11,837
	30.8
	   1157
	3.0
	    313
	0.8
	379
	1.0

	Mobile
	399,843
	252,199
	63.1
	
	133,465
	33.4
	2682
	0.7
	6610
	1.6
	  4887
	1.2

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	  Table 3.
	Income and Poverty Data - Source – 2000 Census
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Total Number of Households
	Number of Families Below Poverty
	Percentage of Families Below Poverty
	Per Capita Income
	Median Household Income
	Median Family Income

	
	County
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Baldwin
	55,336
	          5700
	10.3
	%
	$20,826
	$49,163
	$41,294

	
	Escambia
	14,297
	          3203
	22.4
	%
	$14,396
	$34,615
	$47,829

	
	Mobile
	     150,179
	31,237
	20.8
	%
	$17,178
	$37,575
	$38,644

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Area Average
	73,270
	13,380
	17.8
	%
	$17,467
	$40,451
	$42,589

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Alabama
	1,223,185
	153,113
	12.5
	%
	$18,189
	$38,539
	$46,939

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	U.S.
	72,261,780.00
	6,620,945.00
	9.2
	%
	$21,587
	$44,687
	$53,356


The percent of families below the poverty level in both Mobile and Escambia Counties is dramatically greater than the nation and state. Baldwin County families have greater income than families in Mobile and Escambia Counties.
	Table 4.  
	Unemployment Data – Source – Alabama Department of Industrial Relations

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	County
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	 2008

	
	Baldwin
	4.6
	3.4
	2.8
	2.7
	4.1

	
	Escambia
	6.8
	4.8
	4.3
	4.7
	6.8

	
	Mobile
	5.8
	4.2
	3.6
	3.5
	5.1

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Area Totals
	5.7
	4.1
	3.6
	3.6
	5.3

	Alabama
	4.5
	3.5
	3.5
	3.8
	6.5

	
	US
	5.4
	4.8
	4.4
	4.9
	7.2


Unemployment is usually higher in Escambia County than the other counties. On average, the US rate has been higher for the past few years.
Natural Resources and Land Use Information
The following is a discussion on the current condition and future challenges to the natural resources of the area, including agricultural and forestry production issues.

	Table 4. Agriculture 

	Source – Alabama Ag Statistics 2008

	
	Baldwin 
	Escambia
	Mobile

	Farmland Acres
	181,337
	94,494
	100,746

	Number of Farms
	1062
	444
	740

	Average Farm Size (acres)
	171
	213
	136

	Cash Receipts (Thousand Dollars)
	161,716
	31,973
	113,238

	Top Crop(s)
	Peanuts, Wheat, Soybeans
	Peanuts
	Nursery/Sod

	Livestock
	Cattle, Poultry
	Cattle
	Cattle

	State Ranking
	#1 Peanuts,

 #2 Wheat,

 #3 Soybeans, 
#3 Eggs
	    #4 Peanuts
	#1 Nursery/Sod


Agriculture is an important part of the economy in the Gulf Coast RC&D Area. While urban growth has caused many acres of farmland to be lost, there are still many acres in farmland. The soils of the RC&D Area are primarily within the Coastal Plains Major Land Resource Areas.  The topography of the Council’s area varies from flat farm land to gently rolling to moderately rolling with some steep slopes in Northern Baldwin, Mobile and Escambia Counties
The Area is blessed with plentiful coastal water resources, abundant uplands with wetlands that support one of the most diverse ecosystems in Alabama. The Mobile and Tensaw River basins combine in Mobile Bay. Wildlife and fish species are abundant with the hunting and fishing recreation activities an important part of living in this area of Alabama.  These water resources are a major attraction for recreational use. Generally water quality is excellent across the area.  Water quantity is generally good for surface water sources while wells can bring good water to the area.  Cities utilize both surface water from rivers, deep wells and lakes for city and county water supplies.

The American South remains the "wood basket of the world," and the counties that make up the Gulf Coast RC&D Area are a vital part of the wood basket of the State. There are 1,685,389 acres of timberland in the Gulf Coast Area, 69% of the total land. The opportunities to manage forest and the related natural resources are great. The timber market has experienced some significant changes of late, paper mill closings, the housing market collapsing causing a drop in sawtimber prices. However, the news has not been all bad, a new wood pellet mill opened in 2008 and other wood energy opportunities appear on the horizon.

Private forests are 90% of forestland in the area. Forestland owners should continue to manage their timber for the same basic high valued products that have been the main stay in the forest industry - large diameter pine for sawtimber and poles. The Gulf Coast RC&D area is home to some of the best pine pole markets and landowners should continue to manage longleaf stands for this product or consider longleaf pine restoration. One of the largest problems facing forest landowners in the Gulf Coast RC&D are invasive species and the greatest threat in this area is cogongrass. The major issue reflected in the Gulf Coast RC&D forest assessment is the number of acres listed in the “Forest Acres Need Improvement” column, over 40 % of the forestland. Landowners that actively manage their forest recognize the benefits of timber stand improvement practices.

The Coastal Plain soils of the Area are well suited to pasture and hayland, cropland and forestland.  Pastureland and hayland in the area have suffered recently from severe droughts. Stress from overgrazing also contributes to weakening stands of grazing lands.  The overgrazing partially due to mismanagement and is also due to a lack of available forage for existing herds.  Producers need technical assistance to plan and develop grazing systems that effectively rotate grazing animals, protect forage plants and ultimately reduce weed competition.  Producers also need assistance understanding fertilizer alternatives.  These include the use of animal manures and clovers.  Both can improve grazing lands and provide significant economic benefits.  

Cropland is a large portion of the Gulf-Coast area and soil erosion on cropland is a significant problem especially on the coastal plain soils.  Sheet and rill erosion rates exceed the soil loss tolerance rates for many acres.  Soil organic matter levels and soil quality levels are considered to be degrading rather than sustaining and improving.  The high soil erosion rates and poor soil quality levels are due to the use of conventional tillage systems, the lack of good crop rotation systems and inadequate residue management practices.  Some significant acreage of class III or above is being tilled and should be converted to other land uses.  Producers need technical assistance to plan and develop conservation tillage systems that are less soil disturbing and are more sustainable.  These systems should include strip till, no till or mulch till cropping systems.  Use of these systems will improve soil condition.  Demonstrations and incentive programs could provide needed information to help producers adopt new, more conserving cropping systems for the area.  Crop rotations that include a diversity of crops and high residue crops should be adapted to improve soil conditions.  More sloping fields should be converted to grass or trees moving marginal lands out of production.   

Public Participation Activities

The Gulf Coast RC&D Council and staff gathered public information from citizens throughout the Council’s Area in order to identify the needs and opportunities in the communities it serves.  The information was gathered by mail and web surveys, meetings, individual calls and contacts. The information was used in the development of this plan by formulating the goals, objectives and strategies. 

Individuals participating in the survey were asked to respond to questions regarding priorities for Land Conservation, Water Management, Community Development and Land Management.  Varying ages and ethnicities were involved in the planning process.
Once the surveys were collected, along with input from public, the Council discussed the results and developed goals, objectives and strategies to address the identified needs and opportunities.  (See Appendix 1 for Sample Survey)

Summary of Findings
Land Conservation:
1. Construction runoff

2. Storm water runoff
3. Education of Farmers and Developers

4. Agricultural erosion and runoff

5. Unpaved roads runoff causing sedimentation in water bodies
Water Management:

1. Polluted runoff

2. Education on water quality
3. Stream bank degradation / Erosion

4. Drinking Water Supply

5. Water Supply for Agriculture

6. Flooding Issues
Community Development:

1. Education for Community Leaders and Planners

2. Availability of Locally Grown goods

3. Community Programs & Facilities for Health, Recreation and Education

4. Infrastructure

5. Preservation of Historic Landmarks

6. Development of business entrepreneurs

Land Management:

1. Fish and Wildlife Habitat Destruction

2. Farmland lost to Development

3. Lack of Alternative Energy sources/uses/production

4. Lack of Natural and/or recreational areas

Comments from Surveys

Land Conservation

Conversion of agriculture land and natural habitats into human habitat is the source of all land conservation issues

Control of and education on invasive species

Litter

Water Management

Waste water treatment needed; many septic systems in use

Mobile Tensaw River Delta is rapidly deteriorating  - Dams Destroy Deltas

Wetlands are being destroyed by development

Polluted streams and debris in streams

Flooding due to impervious surfaces such as parking lots

Litter

Community Development

Encourage Agritourism and Farm Land Trust

Recycling needed

Land Management

Promote “Green” development – stop urban sprawl

Lack of Smart “growth” zoning

Need Smart development

Lack of Brownfield re-development

Tree Preservation

Need for urban trees and their capacity to reduce storm water infrastructure

AREA PLANNING GOALS 2009 - 2013
Element 1- Land Conservation 

(Identified Issues/Needs: Education, Conservation, Preservation)

Goal 1: Assist all three counties in the Gulf Coast area in reducing the effects of soil erosion from agricultural and urban lands by 2013.
Objective 1: Educate 300 citizens, professional, and local government officials on best management practices (BMPs) to reduce erosion and sedimentation (E&S) by 2013
Strategy 1: Conduct three (3) erosion and sedimentation certification and/or awareness workshops by 2012.
Strategy 2: Conduct two (2) field days on proper design, installation, maintenance, and inspection of BMPs for construction sites by 2012.
Strategy 3: Provide two (2) continuing education units of credits (CEUs) training opportunities for certified E&S professionals by 2012.
Strategy 4:  Support the installation of a minimum of (2) erosion control project to prevent sedimentation from impacting water quality in the Gulf Coast Area prior to 2013.  Sponsor workshop / demonstration meeting to encourage use of erosion control to prevent water and stream degradation on cropland, forestland or recreation lands.

Objective 2: Provide at least seven (7) agricultural conservation education opportunities for 250 area farmers and other citizens for the next five (5) years

Strategy 1: Provide a minimum of seven (7) agricultural conservation educational workshops, demonstrations, and field day activities in the RC&D area by 2013

Strategy 2: Provide five (5) outreach educational workshops to small, limited resource and/or organic farmers in the Council area by 2010
Objective 3: Provide ten (10) environmental education opportunities for area students and other citizens on the importance of natural resource preservation and conservation by 2013

Strategy 1: Assist seven (7) public schools and communities with developing environmental education outdoor classrooms by 2012

Strategy 2: Beginning in 2009, organize and or assist in the organization of (5) five celebrations (i.e. water festival, earth day, etc.) or receptions per year through 2013.

Strategy 3: Through monthly website data updates, provide documents, information and linkages to local resources. 

Element 2- Community Development 

(Identified Needs: Education; availability of locally grown goods; community programs and facilities for health, recreation, education; infrastructure improvement)

Goal 2:  Assist with the development/improvement of public services and/or facilities in five (5) areas  by the year 2013
Objective 1: Beginning in 2009, support and/or assist in improving public facilities and services in each of the three council counties in the next five (5) years
Strategy 1: Establish trail projects in (3) three communities to promote community health and welfare of residents by the year 2013
Strategy 2: Develop two (2) agricultural tourism events for the RC&D area by the year 2012 
Strategy 3: Work in five (5) communities to create, preserve or upgrade existing public facilities for recreation, health or education by the year 2013  
Strategy 4: Provide assistance to (3) communities to develop, expand, or support markets for locally grown goods by the year 2013
Strategy 5: Attain necessary funding to help equip (2) two under-funded Volunteer Fire Departments/Rescue Units with training and/or equipment to better serve the needs in their communities by the year 2013.
Objective 2: Beginning in 2009, assist a minimum of (1) one community per year in the preservation of open space, park and trail development, and/or natural/historical assets. 

Strategy 1: Participate in (3) three local initiatives that preserve, protect and/or enhance natural areas by the year 2013.

Strategy 2: Participate in a minimum of (2) two initiatives that protect and/or enhance historically significant objects/ locations by 2013. 

Strategy 3: Beginning in 2010, facilitate a minimum of (2) two educational meetings for community planners and officials per year that promote preservation of open space, farmland and/or heritage.  
Objective 3:  Develop and or expand three (3) recycling efforts in the Council area by 2013.
Strategy 1: Participate in a minimum of three (3) local recycling initiatives to educate citizens on recycling programs in their communities by 2012

Strategy 2: Expand anti-littering program in three (3) counties by 2013
Strategy 3:  Work with partners to develop recycling opportunities by providing workshops to educate local governments and citizens on recycling. Conduct at least (2) two recycle stations in the area before 2012 and have at least (1) one workshop of recycling opportunities. 

Strategy 4:  Develop a new recycling effort in the Council area for disposal of small quantity of household hazardous waste and electronic equipment.  Implement or sponsor (2) two such recycling events in the area and utilize brochures and web page to promote the events.  Complete implementation before 2013.

Element 3- Water Management 

(Identified Needs: Conservation, education, development of clean water, and promoting wise management)

Goal 3: Participate in (2) two initiatives that protect and improve the area’s air and water quality.
Objective 1: Assist in development and implementation of two (2) water quality project before 2013. 

Strategy 1:  Develop water management plan for (1) one targeted impaired stream by 2012.

Strategy 2:  Conduct a minimum of (1) one workshop/meeting per year to address water conservation innovation, and/or educational opportunities to landowners/municipalities. 

Strategy 3: Support (through financial or other means) (1) one volunteer water monitoring kit to groups/ educators by end of year 2011.


Strategy 4: Seek funds for stream restoration projects and/or monitoring of (1) one impaired stream per year. 

Strategy 5: Secure funding for two (2) demonstration projects within identified watersheds impaired by sediments from unpaved roads

Strategy 6:  Demonstrate alternative waste disposal systems for failed septic system replacement.  Provide at least (2) two demonstration projects before 2013.

Strategy 7:  Conduct a minimum of (1) one workshop/meeting per year to address water conservation innovation, and/or educational opportunities to landowners/municipalities. 

 Objective 2: By the year 2013, educate a minimum of (250) two hundred fifty participants regarding water quality issues.

Strategy 1: Assist with organizing (2) two workshops or celebrations by the year 2011.

Strategy 2: Promote water conservation through the production of a minimum of (4) four educational initiatives by 2013.

Strategy 3: Implement a minimum of (1) one water harvesting system (Rain Garden) on a community property or school by 2012.
Strategy 4: Co Sponsor or Sponsor at least (2) two minimum tillage events to encourage more adoption of No till, Minimum Till or Mulch Till in the area by 2013
Element 4- Land Management 
(Identified Needs: Preservation of wildlife habitat, natural areas, farmland; alternative energy
Goal 4: Assist (5) communities in the development, protection and management of the area’s natural resources by 2013. 

Objective 1:  2009-2013 participate in one (1) consistent initiative that educates/assists in building local capacity for alternative energy sources and/or conserves natural resources. 

Strategy 1: Before 2013, attend/host at least (1) one educational event that encourages and promotes the production and use of alternative fuels, biomass, and other alternative energy sources. 


Strategy 2: Assist in providing (5) five educational opportunities to participants through programs that promote energy conservation, alternative energy and natural resource conservation by 2013.    

Strategy 3: Work with partners and other government and private organizations to expand or develop Biomass and other under-utilized alternative fuel materials.  Help develop at least (1) one producer to develop, demonstrate and/or expand biomass / alternative fuel usage by 2013.
Objective 2:  Establish and/or improve (50) fifty acres of habitat or restoration and enhancement for fish and wildlife by 2014. 

Strategy 1:  Restore a minimum of 25 acres of drained or devalued wetlands to restore wetland habitat and benefits before 2013

Strategy 2: Conduct a minimum of (1) one hands-on educational opportunity for (50) participants regarding habitat and stream health before 2012. 

Strategy 3: Create wildlife habitat by installing native Alabama plants on (3)  project sites by the year 2011.   

Strategy 4:    Participate in demonstrations and educational seminars on controlling invasive species affecting the forest and recreation resources across the Gulf Coast Area.  Provide a minimum of (4) demonstration projects by partnering with Alabama Invasive Species Councils, Soil and Water Conservation Districts, or Alabama Forestry Commission before 2014.

Strategy 5: Conduct (3) demonstrations or educational opportunities for forestland management practices by 2013

Objective 3:  Create and or enhance five local food project and market opportunities by 2013.
Strategy 1:  Conduct a minimum of (3) three education and outreach activities for sustainable agriculture and alternative agriculture and direct marketing opportunities by 2013.

Strategy 2: Continue through partnerships and sponsorships the locally grown initiative by promoting and sustaining the vegetable marketing opportunities by sponsorship of cooperatives, educational events, and new producers by assisting at least (3) three events and (6) six new producers by 2012.

Strategy 3: Provide assistance to twenty (20) agriculture producers to develop or expand markets for locally  and/or organically grown  products by the year 2013

Objective 4:  Develop five (5) educational initiatives that promote farmland protection and forestry awareness through community partnerships

Strategy 1: Assist with organizing four (4) educational events or celebrations by 2013

Strategy 2: Host three (3) farm or forest tours to educate groups on the importance of farm and forestry 

CURRENT AND POTENTIAL PARTNERSHIPS WITH USDA AND OTHERS
USDA- Natural Resources Conservation Service

USDA- Farm Service Agency

USDA- Rural Development

USDA- Agricultural Research Service

USDA- Forest Service

US Fish and Wildlife Service
Alabama Soil and Water Conservation Commission

Alabama Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts
Alabama Association of RC&D Councils

Alabama Cooperative Extension System

Alabama Department of Agriculture and Industries

Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources

Alabama Department of Environmental Management

Alabama Department of Public Health

Alabama Farmers Federation

Alabama Forestry Commission

Alabama Power Company

Alabama Historical Commission

Auburn University Center for Architecture and Urban Studies

Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs
South Alabama Regional Planning Commission
Alabama Urban Forestry Association

Alabama Clean Water Partnership

Southeastern Association of RC&D Councils

Baldwin County Soil and Water Conservation District

Escambia County Soil and Water Conservation District

Mobile County Soil and Water Conservation District

Auburn University

University of South Alabama
Jefferson Davis Community College

Legacy, Inc

Soil and Water Conservation Society – Alabama Chapter

School systems of Baldwin, Mobile, and Escambia Counties

Weeks Bay Reserve

Mobile Public Library System

County and City Governments of the following Counties:
Baldwin
Escambia

Mobile
County Forestry Planning Committees

LINKAGES TO THE NRCS STRATEGIC PLAN

The Goals, objectives and strategies included in the GULF COAST Council’s Area Plan will address the mission goals of the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service’s Strategic Plan; “Productive Lands – Healthy Environments”.

High Quality, Productive Soils; Clean and Abundant Water

Water Festival / Education Program

Erosion and Sediment Control Program


Minimum Tillage Workshops


Stream Restoration Program


Minimum Tillage Promotion and Demonstration

Alternative Waste Treatment Demonstration


Organic Farming Program

Healthy Plant and Animal Communities


Sediment and Erosion Control Workshops


Wetland Restoration Program 


Invasive Species Control Program


Reestablishment of Native Plant Communities
Clean Air


Farm and Ranchland Preservation Program



An Adequate Energy Supply


Biomass / Alternative Energy Workshops


Minimum Tillage Promotion and Demonstration


Energy Conservation Education

Working Farms and Ranch Lands


Farm and Ranchland Preservation Program


Local Grown Food Initiative

CLOSING PAGES

The GULF COAST Resource Conservation and Development Council, Inc. agrees that the RC&D program will be conducted in compliance with the nondiscrimination provisions as contained in Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 as amended, the Civil Rights Restoration act of 1987 (Public Law 100-259) and other nondiscrimination statues; namely, Section 504, of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title IX of the Education Agreements of 1972, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975 and in accordance with the regulations of the Secretary of Agriculture (7CFR-15, Subparts A & B) which provide that no person in the United States shall, on the ground of race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, marital status, or handicap/disability be excluded from participation in, or be denied the benefits of, or be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination under any program or activity receiving federal financial (or technical) assistance from the Department of Agriculture or any agency thereof.

The GULF COAST Resource Conservation and Development Council, Inc. agrees that the signing of this document constitutes agreement to comply with federal laws concerning restrictions on lobbying, a drug-free workplace, and responsibilities for non-procurement, suspension, and disbarment, and state review.

The Gulf Coast Resource Conservation and Development Council, Inc. hereby adopts this RC&D Area Plan and agrees to effectively use the assistance provided by the United States Department of Agriculture to realize the goals and objectives outlined herein.  This action authorized at an official meeting of the Gulf Coast RC&D Council, Inc. on _____________________________, 2009.

Gulf Coast RC&D Council, Inc.

BY: _______________________________________
Date: _______________________________



Chairperson


Attest: ____________________________________
Date: _______________________________



Secretary

US Department of Agriculture – Natural Resource Conservation Service

The State Conservationist hereby acknowledges the attached Area Plan of the GULF COAST RC&D Council, Inc., as meeting the requirements under Public Law 97-98 to receive assistance from USDA.

Approved By: ________________________________
Date: _______________________________




State Conservationist

APPENDIX

GULF COAST Resource Conservation and Development  

(RC&D) Council, Inc.
Survey for Input on Five Year Plan Revision

The Mission of Gulf Coast Resource Conservation and Development Council is
“Promote, Protect and Develop Local Natural Resources”
To assist us in effectively carrying out this mission in service to Gulf Coast’s three-county area, please complete the following survey: 
Two of the following USDA/NRCS goals must be met for a Gulf Coast project to be funded.  These are:

1. Land Conservation- The purpose of which is to control erosion and sediment. 

2. Water Management- Conservation, use, and quality of water, including irrigation and rural water supplies, the mitigation of floods and high water tables, the repair and improvement of water reservoirs. 

3. Community Development- The basis of which is to improve the development of resource-based industry. 

4. Land Management- the purpose of which is energy conservation, including the production of energy crops; the protection of agricultural land as appropriate, from conservation to other uses; farmland protection, and the protection of fish and wildlife habitats. 

Top of Form
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survey@cawaco
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I reside in the following County:
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My neighborhood is:
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Rank your concerns from 1-3, 1 being the highest

In the area of Land Conservation, my top three concerns are:

__ Construction runoff / erosion

__ Stormwater runoff / erosion

__ Agricultural runoff / erosion

__ Runoff from unpaved roads & other areas

__ Education of farmers/developers

__ Other – explain

In the area of Water Management, my top three concerns are:

__ Flooding issues

__ Education

__ Polluted runoff

__ Stream degradation / streambank erosion

__ Drinking water supply

__ Water supply for agriculture

__ Other – explain

In the area of Community Development, my top three concerns are:

__ Infrastructure – sidewalks, roads

__ Preservation of Historic Landmarks

__ Education for Community Leaders

__ Community Programs & Facilities for health, recreation & education

__ Development of business entrepreneurs

__ Availability of locally grown goods

__ Other – explain

In the area of Land Management, my top three concerns are:

__ Lack of natural and/or recreational areas

__ Fish & Wildlife Habitat destruction

__ Farmland lost to development

__ Lack of Alternative energy sources/uses/production

__ Other – explain
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